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Higher Ed Budget Passes Senate 

WMU one step closer to Life Sciences Research and Commercialization Center 
 
LANSING – Sen. Tom George, R-Texas Township, announced today the passage in the 

Senate of the Higher Education budget, which includes his amendment to award an 

additional $10 million to Western Michigan University.   

“I am pleased that my senate colleagues have joined me in recognizing the 

importance of retaining Kalamazoo’s unique intellectual resources,” George said.  “This 

is an important second step in the process of keeping jobs in the Kalamazoo valley.” 

On June 11, the Senate Appropriations committee adopted the George amendment 

which incorporates the additional $10 million in funds into the general Western Michigan 

University budget.  The money will fund the Western Michigan University Life Sciences 

Research and Commercialization Center, which will use the expertise of former Pfizer 

Research and Development scientists to develop new drugs.   

The bill is now on its way to the House for consideration. 
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